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By Mr. Titcomb:- 

You have l i v e d  in  ITem York S t a t e ,  I bel ieve? 

A. Yes, sir; I came f r o m  Broom County. 

9. Have ~ O U  had any o q e r i e n c e  in  f i s h i n g  on 

Lake Champla in? 

A. Only t h i s  season. 

B y  ??re Rathbm:- 

Vhat is your s p o r t  fish here? 

A .  Bass c h i e f l y  an8 Boxe p icke re l .  I s e n t  

up t o  AlSurf: once, ani! I have f i shed  out here  

on t h e  har fnr nike nnd llnd zferr mnrf s-uccess 

ipon t h e  

ir tsmen, 



and they vcitrf not take the  bass unless  theyM':*u-- 

t kse  j u s t  the thing. I went t o  Frankl in  Pond, 

and the re  were with me two o the r  gen- 

tlemen and a Frenchman as my guide; t h e  next 

mornigg about 4 o ' c l o c k  he anchored us on Bass 

Rock, and I c a w h t  e i g h t  bass t h e r e  i n  succession; 

I hadltm on a t  once. I had bass. t h a t  measured 

20 iqches and 211/2 inches, and we had a l i t t l e  

pike.  The next day in  the  morning we g o t  a 
bass weighing 5 1 /4 peunds. 

Q. That is the ,small-mouth v a r i e t y ?  

A ,  Y e s ,  sir. 

&. Have you become fami l i a r  with t h i s  quest ion 

which we a r e  inves t iga t ing  of c o m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  

on the lake here? 

A; I knew nothin,= about it until I was at A l -  

burg last s m e r ;  they were speaking about the 

n e t t i n g  o f  p ike  i n  the  spawning season, and how 

t h e  law seems t o  c l a s h  on the border l i n e ,  so 

t h e r e  seeme(% t o  be a s o r t  o f  r i v a l r y  on the  l i n e  

i t  is very unfortu- 

varietlr  when they a r e  



&. 

net f ishinl :  shou!d be allowed e i t h e r  on this 

s i d e  o f  t he  l i n e  o r  on the  other. Even i f  ne t  

f i s h i n g  is allowed, o f  course it m i l l  be allowed 

only s u i t a b l e  F ro tec t ion  and such pro tec t ion  

as y o u  suggest--in the spawning season. What 

is your opinion as t o  whether any ne t  f i s h i n g  

should be allowed, and if so  a s  t o  whether i t  

would a f f e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of the spor t ing  men. 

The main quest ion is as t o  whether any 

A. The only danger t h a t  th rea tens  Lake Chan- 

p l a i n  is n e t  f i s h i n g ;  an4 as  far a s  i t  a f f e c t s  

spo r t ing  men I should say no ne t s ;  but when it 

comes t o  the  fishermen, i t  is a l i t t l e  harc? t o  

take t h e i r  f i s h i n g  from them; I don ' t  know t o  

what e x t e n t  t h a t  ,has been abused. 

&* How the shadr-what is known as t h e  white- 

fish on the  Great Lakes--- is a he r r ing  

and belongs t o  the salmon group* QtIt w i l l  b i t e  

o n l y  rarely; but i t  would be B good spor t ing  

P 

f i sh ,  because many men are  supposed t o  l i k e  I 

f i s h i n g  by s it t ing on the bank of  a stream fo r  

a long time without g e t t i n g  a bite. 4 , T h a t  
. YL 

I.' 
eans of ne t s ,  That 

been c a r r i e d  on dur- 



ing October and November. 

run up Mississquoi Bay, and w i t h  them a r e  not 

taken many f i s h e s  which the sportsman wants. 

There would be a few pike,  no bass.  Nov, o f  

course, i f  p ike  a r e  considtwed a spo r t  f i s h  

here by t h a t  method you would take some, but  

very few. The g r e a t e s t  ob jec t ion  which is 

r a i sed  is on account o f  t he  sp r ing  f ishing,  

which is  the  f i s h i n g  intended f o r  the pike,  and 

i t  is a f i s h  which is  regarded a s  one o f  the 

most importar, t market f i s h e s  everywhere. The 

The f i s h  apparently 

bass br ings a high p r i c e  in  the  market, but the 

fishermen don ' t  get  many o f  t k m ,  and so t h e  

market fishermen claim a r i g h t  t o  fis!i f o r  thea  

The sportsmen on Lake Champlain regard them as  

@a, 

A 

a s p o r t  f i s h ,  and i t  is t h e  only p lace  where we 

have found t h a t  they a r e  regarded as  a spor t  

f i sh .  Ilor, i f  the l ake  were only surrounded 

by Vermont and New York that would be all r i g h t ;  

but w i t h  the i n t e r e s t s  of three s t a t e s  and Can- 

ada t o  ga in  nothing by g iv ing  up the  whitef ish,  

i s n ' t  it necessary t o  allow some net-fisliine: 

for  t ha t  spec ies  o f  f i s h ?  



A. That is not done away w i t h  i n  o u r  sect ion.  

Q. Canada s a i d  she would d o  away with ne t  

f i s h i n g  pending t h i s  inves t iga t ion ,  

A.  In the western p a r t  o f  New York we have 

some n a t u r a l  f i s h i n g  streams, and we have what 

is c a l l e d  wall-eyed p ike ;  there  was no end of 

those pike,and you could ne t  them s o  t h a t  hund- 

reds o f  b a r r e l s  were shipped away. 

&. You can ca r ry -on  any kind of  f i s h i n g  and 

exterminate the fish, but the thing i s e t h a t  ne t  

f i s h i n g  should not be c a r r i e d  on without keg- 

u l a t  ions 

I+-+- 

E\ 

A. That is the  poin t ,  no f i sh ing  should be 

c a r r i e d  on without proper regula t ions ,  and 

those r egu la t ions  should be enforced. 

Q. Now they say t h a t  this n e t  f i s h i n c  has been 

carr*ied on over 50 years, and many have sa id  

t h a t  the f i s h  a re  j u s t  as abundant now as ever, 

but o thers  have said t h a t  the f i s h  have de- 

creased in numbers. 

A. Another thing: You go out t o  Albure and i n  



the  sp r ing  you ge t  t he  n i c e s t  f i s h  i n  the  north- 

e rn  p a r t  o f  the  lake,  but you w i l l  not get  any- 

th ing  weighing over 4l/2 o r  5 l b s .  

l a t e r  you c e t  schools, but the majori ty  w i l l  

average 11/2 lbs .  o f  pike.  

ton and y o u  get magnificent pike in  deeper wa- 

t e r .  IJow I think t h a t  tha t  takes out  the pr ime 

f i s h  a d l e a v e s  the  o thers  there .  

A l i t t l e  

You go t o  Burling- 

Q. I t  is the  mature f i s h  t h a t  go t o  t h e  sTawn- 

in& ground? 

A. The hlaumee River runs in  here ,  and they 

would n a t u r a l l y  go t o  those grounddinstead of 

going s o  f a r .  

Q. Do the majori ty  o f  the fish go up t!iere t o  

spawn? Are there  not o the r  spawning grounds 

which people don’t  know s o  s e l l  about? The 

f a c t  t h a t  they ge t  those l a r g e  f i s h  a t  Eurling- 

ton r a i s e s  those f i s h  

don’t  belonc t o  &rounds 

a r e  elsewhere? 

A.  That is what I th inkr  

By W r .  Wakeham:- 

Do Y O U  consider  t h e  p i k e  a game fish? 



A. No, s i r ;  they make a n ice  t ab le  fish i f  

you have no bass; but a s  f a r  a s  the fun o f  

catching them is concerned I vould just  as soon 

take a good b i g  perch.  

Q. In  d i f f e r e n t  s ec t ions  o f  the  country the 

commercial fishermen have very d i f f e r e n t  ideas 

fray t h e  spo r t  f i shernen;  and s o  far as t h a t  

is concerned men who o w h t  t o  be in  a p o s i t i o n  

t o  Cuidc e i t h e r  o r  bo th  c l a s ses  know but very 

l i t t l e  about i t  themselves; t h a t  is t o  say, we 

know hut very 1 i t t J e  about the Iiabits of our  

f i s h e s .  I know that  during t h i s  year, without 

having a chance f o r  personal  observation, I 

have leariled !gore about the habits o f  f r e s h  

water f i s h e s  than i n  a l l  my l i f e  before. We 

have been among the fishermen arid among the 

sportsmen s i n c e  June steadily and done f i sh ing ,  

and there  is 8 quest ion as t o  whether e i t h e r  

s i d e  as a r u l e  understands what is bes t .  In  

many cases i s n ' t  i t  b e t t e r  t o  a l lom tlie catch- 

ing of' f i s h  by n e t s  which m a y  des t roy  the  young 

of f i s h e s  which a r e  des i r ed  in  t h a t  region. 

In Lake Superior they a r e  ca tch inc  out t h e  lake 

t r o u t ,  they c l a i m  t h a t  the he r r ing  a r e  increas- 

ing very r ap id ly  in  abundance. The herr ing  is 



one of t he  p r i n c i p a l  food f i s h e s .  

A. There 2re but few o f  those f i s h  t h a t  de- 

s t r o y  t h e i r  own spawn. 

Q. We have found the  spawn o f  the t r o u t  i n  

the stomach of  the  t r o u t .  

A.  I presume that it  is w i t h  those f i s h  a s  i t  

is with our q u a i l - - i t  is always an advantage 

t d  k i l l  the  r o o s t e r s  o f  t h e  qua i l .  

By Mr. Titcomb:- 

L a s t  year I s t r ipped  210 f i s h  and tiley r a n  

70 females and 140 males. I f e l t  t h a t  it w a s  
hp- 

almost a s i n  t o  t u r n  those males t o  the  v a t e r ,  h 
but the law obliged me t o  do  so.  

Hy Mr. Wakeham:- 

The g rea t  t roub le  wi th  a grea t  many men 

that c a l l  themselves sportsmen is t h e i r  own 

grat i f  i ca t  ion. 

The Witness:- 

I understand your aim is t o  make t h i s  

thing s a t i s f a c t o r y  between the  people o f  Ver- 

mont and Canada touching t he  matter of ne t  



--9-- 
. .  

X4r. Rathbun:- 

Yes, s i r .  

The Witness:- 

mat l e n g t h  of t i m e  would that  l a s t ?  

Mr. Rathbun:- 

We don ' t  know. aanada cons ide r s  the  

spawning pe r iod  o f  t h e  p ike  iscoverect b y  t he  

pe r iod  from the  15 th  of A p r i l  t o  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  

May; t h a t  would mean f ishiny:  before  that  time 

and not a f t e r ,  because the  f i s h  have Gone. 

This f i s h i n g  is by the  dragging o f  the se ine ;  

g i l l  n e t s  are not allowed. 

Mr. Wakeham:- 

I have thought thaqused i n  c e r t a i n  p l a c e s  

and a t  the r i g h t  t imes the  s e i n e  was not a de- 

s t r u c  t ive  eng ine * 

blr . R a  thbun: - 
We know o f  places  where the s e i n e  has 

taken too  many young f i s h  w h i c h  we considered 

ought not t o  be removed from the  water. I n  

o t h e r  p l a c e s  they would be used t o  srreep t h e  

spanning grounds of the bass. 



Mr. Wakeham:- 

I don ' t  think the sportsmen ever claimed 

that they took s m a l l  f i s h .  The imrnature f i s h  

don ' t  accompany the  poor  ones on t o  the sTawn- 

ing beds. As far as the  bass is concerned, 

there  has been no quest ion r a i sed  before us e l -  

t h e r  by the spo r t ing  o r  f i s h i n g  s i d e  o f  bass 

being taken in  the se ine .  

The Witness:- 

I t  is almost impossible t o  seine a bass; 

t h e  law a1-s a t  p roh ib i t i on ,  but i t  doesn't 

reach it .  


